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reforming the public providers into accountable care
organizations model. However, the Saudi
government must make wise choices on how broadly
they would like the citizens to access necessary
healthcare, the amount of money citizens should pay
for healthcare services, and the innovations that
should be made available for the patients.
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Healthcare Reform in Saudi Arabia: Why, What and When
Dr.Asmaa Alyaemni 2022

Privatization initiatives have been undertaken in several Gulf
Cooperation Council countries, including Saudi Arabia, which
recently announced reforms of its healthcare system to reduce
dependence on government resources for healthcare. The
government-financed and market-based healthcare systems have
their own advantages and disadvantages, with neither being
perfectin all aspects. Four forces have driven health reform in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; increasing costs with unsatisfactory
health outcomes, fragmentation of health services, changing
demographic profiles and escalating demands, and pro-market
approaches with limited capacity of public health services. Saudi
Arabia is the first country to openly enact dual-process payment
and care delivery reform. The Saudi National Health Insurance
Scheme is value-based model, in which healthcare delivery model
includes practitioners and hospitals, and it is paid depending on
the patients’ health outcomes. The new model of care includes

funding and provides reforms. The Saudi healthcare market

prioritizes private sector growth while also
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